
Bismarck SALT TeamBismarck SALT Team
Roosevelt Elementary & Roosevelt Elementary & 

Riverside ElementaryRiverside Elementary

Schools and Artists as Schools and Artists as 
Learning TeamsLearning Teams
Final ReflectionFinal Reflection

2007 2007 -- 20082008



Mission StatementMission Statement
A culture of caring will be established as A culture of caring will be established as 
students experience the social action of a students experience the social action of a 

community in and through the arts.  community in and through the arts.  

Students will discover a hunger within Students will discover a hunger within 
themselves for more artful opportunities themselves for more artful opportunities 

and ways to demonstrate responsible and ways to demonstrate responsible 
citizenship.citizenship.



Team MembersTeam Members

Donna Nestoss (Classroom TeacherDonna Nestoss (Classroom Teacher--Roosevelt)Roosevelt)
Alisha Keller (Classroom TeacherAlisha Keller (Classroom Teacher--Riverside)Riverside)
Helen Risan (G/T Levels of Service Specialist)Helen Risan (G/T Levels of Service Specialist)
Brenda Brenda MolinaroMolinaro (Visual Artist)(Visual Artist)
Ceil Anne Clement (Storyteller) Ceil Anne Clement (Storyteller) 
Willie Nelson (Riverside Principal)Willie Nelson (Riverside Principal)
Cindy Wilcox (Roosevelt Principal) Cindy Wilcox (Roosevelt Principal) 
Linda Linda EhrethEhreth (North Dakota Council on the Arts)(North Dakota Council on the Arts)



Riverside 2nd Grade Riverside 2nd Grade 
DemographicsDemographics

15 second grade students15 second grade students
Students served:Students served:

Native American (57%) Native American (57%) 
Caucasian (33%)Caucasian (33%)
African American (5%)African American (5%)
Indian (5%)Indian (5%)



Roosevelt 2nd Grade Roosevelt 2nd Grade 
DemographicsDemographics

20 second grade students20 second grade students
Students served:Students served:

Caucasian (95%)Caucasian (95%)
Native American (5%)Native American (5%)



NEEDNEED

Using the arts to:Using the arts to:
Develop and implement an ageDevelop and implement an age--
appropriate social action planappropriate social action plan
Create real work for real audiencesCreate real work for real audiences
Improve student teamwork to accomplish Improve student teamwork to accomplish 
a goala goal
Build and enhance stronger curriculum Build and enhance stronger curriculum 
connections with direct connections to real connections with direct connections to real 
world situationsworld situations



Enduring UnderstandingEnduring Understanding

In 20 years students will continue to:In 20 years students will continue to:
Realize they can reach beyond their perceived Realize they can reach beyond their perceived 
limitationslimitations
Find concentrated motivation in and through the artsFind concentrated motivation in and through the arts
Focus efforts on educational learning to contribute to Focus efforts on educational learning to contribute to 
future generationsfuture generations
Develop a passion for altruistic opportunities which Develop a passion for altruistic opportunities which 
provide a service in the communityprovide a service in the community
Be the change they wish to see in the worldBe the change they wish to see in the world



Essential QuestionsEssential Questions

What actions can students implement What actions can students implement 
to cause social change?to cause social change?
How do storytelling and visual arts How do storytelling and visual arts 
increase learning?increase learning?
How do critical skills impact the process How do critical skills impact the process 
of reflection? of reflection? 



Looking at Looking at 
Student Student 
Work!Work!



Learning how to work as a team to accomplish a Learning how to work as a team to accomplish a 
goalgoal……



Positive impact on student achievement and Positive impact on student achievement and 
motivationmotivation……



KaisenKaisen:  Reflecting Personal Best . . .:  Reflecting Personal Best . . .



Using musical cues to tell our Using musical cues to tell our ““Story Stone Story Stone 
SoupSoup”” . . .. . .



Creating bowls for the Empty Bowls Event with Creating bowls for the Empty Bowls Event with 
community leaders from our citycommunity leaders from our city……



our state,our state,



and our nation’s capitaland our nation’s capital..



Always telling our story in and through the arts.Always telling our story in and through the arts.



What We SeeWhat We See
Students indicated understanding of the learning Students indicated understanding of the learning 
goals.goals.
““There are people in the world that are hungry because they There are people in the world that are hungry because they 
don’t have enough money to buy food, so that’s why we’re don’t have enough money to buy food, so that’s why we’re 
helping them with it while having fun!”helping them with it while having fun!”
“I liked making a bowl for the charity .  I also got to meet “I liked making a bowl for the charity .  I also got to meet 
very important people and it was very fun.  It also helped very important people and it was very fun.  It also helped 
people in many ways.”  people in many ways.”  
“It makes me feel good to be helping someone, maybe even “It makes me feel good to be helping someone, maybe even 
thousands of people with their life.”thousands of people with their life.”
“Helping the community feels good.”“Helping the community feels good.”



Students indicated they wanted more Students indicated they wanted more 
learning experiences through the art learning experiences through the art 
mediumsmediums

“I felt happy and glad.  We might do it next year.  I will “I felt happy and glad.  We might do it next year.  I will 
make more bowls when I grow up.”make more bowls when I grow up.”
“I loved making bowls and telling stories.  I want to “I loved making bowls and telling stories.  I want to 
grow up to be an artist.”grow up to be an artist.”
“I hope I can do lots more pottery.  It’s so much fun “I hope I can do lots more pottery.  It’s so much fun 
and you can make important stuff.”and you can make important stuff.”



Team QuestionsTeam Questions

How do we continue to develop increasingly rich and How do we continue to develop increasingly rich and 
varied instructional experiences for all learners in and varied instructional experiences for all learners in and 
through the arts ?through the arts ?
In what ways can we use assessments for learning?  In what ways can we use assessments for learning?  
How do we persist in expanding and elaborating the How do we persist in expanding and elaborating the 
commitment to arts integration?commitment to arts integration?
How do we continue to investigate enriched How do we continue to investigate enriched 
assessment as an authentic measurement of student assessment as an authentic measurement of student 
learning?learning?
How have the investments of human capital and How have the investments of human capital and 
organizational capacity impacted the sustainability of organizational capacity impacted the sustainability of 
arts integration within the classroom setting when the arts integration within the classroom setting when the 
grant ends?grant ends?



What We Know NowWhat We Know Now

Students applied what they learned to new situationsStudents applied what they learned to new situations
Students collaborated with and supported  each other in Students collaborated with and supported  each other in 
a respectful waya respectful way
Students used a concentrated effort to construct their Students used a concentrated effort to construct their 
own understandingown understanding
Through their reflections, students identified direct Through their reflections, students identified direct 
curriculum connections through the artscurriculum connections through the arts
The arts help develop critical skills necessary to thriving The arts help develop critical skills necessary to thriving 
in today’s worldin today’s world
The arts energize the school communityThe arts energize the school community



Next StepsNext Steps
Intentionally integrate the components of the writing Intentionally integrate the components of the writing 
process, storytelling, visual arts, and communityprocess, storytelling, visual arts, and community

Explore the expectations within a community Explore the expectations within a community 
Become better community members by practicing the Artist Habits Become better community members by practicing the Artist Habits of of 
MindMind
Expose students to a range of cultures and points of view Expose students to a range of cultures and points of view 
Relate various types of arts knowledge and skills Relate various types of arts knowledge and skills 
Create an interest in literary experiences Create an interest in literary experiences 

Develop a more effective framework for lesson Develop a more effective framework for lesson 
implementationimplementation

Determine scheduled planning sessions, school visits, and projecDetermine scheduled planning sessions, school visits, and projects ts 
prior to the beginning of the 2008prior to the beginning of the 2008--2009 school year2009 school year
Coordinate with ASAP and North Dakota Council of the Arts workshCoordinate with ASAP and North Dakota Council of the Arts workshops ops 
prior to the beginning of the 2008prior to the beginning of the 2008--2009 school year2009 school year
Prepare presentations for fall, spring and Artist to Artist workPrepare presentations for fall, spring and Artist to Artist workshopsshops



““Every child is an artist.  The problem Every child is an artist.  The problem 
is how to remain an artist once he is how to remain an artist once he 

grows up.”grows up.” Pablo PicassoPablo Picasso



Sources
Schools and Artists as Learning Teams (SALT) Grant is Schools and Artists as Learning Teams (SALT) Grant is 
funded through the North Dakota Council of the Arts.funded through the North Dakota Council of the Arts.

Arts and School as Partners (ASAP) is part of the Arts and School as Partners (ASAP) is part of the PerpichPerpich
Center's Minnesota Arts Education Network. This initiative Center's Minnesota Arts Education Network. This initiative 
is funded by the McKnight Foundation and state funds is funded by the McKnight Foundation and state funds 
appropriated by the Minnesota Legislature.appropriated by the Minnesota Legislature.

This reflection based on “Looking at Student Work” from This reflection based on “Looking at Student Work” from 
the the Artful Teaching and Learning HandbookArtful Teaching and Learning Handbook, pages 136, pages 136--
139.139.
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